
Subtracting Mixed Numbers 

When you’re subtracting mixed numbers 

And the fraction on the top is too small 

When you’re subtracting mixed numbers 

That fraction’s got to grow 

You’ve got to exchange – You’ve got to rearrange 

Because you can’t take away more than you have 

 

Take one of the whole numbers 

And break it into parts 

The same size as your denominator 

Add that whole fraction – to the fraction on top 

And suddenly it’s big enough, so you can subtract 

 

When you’re subtracting mixed numbers 

And the fraction on the top is too small 

When you’re subtracting mixed numbers 

That fraction’s got to grow 

You’ve got to exchange – You’ve got to rearrange 

Because you can’t take away more than you have 

 


